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The purpose of the contribution is a brief presentation of the hitherto unpublished Diaries, written by Carl Friedrich Philipp von Martius (1794-1868), an outstanding scientist in his area of investigation (botany) during the nineteenth century, who at the same time was equally successful as anthropologist, musician, historian and linguist. Little attention, however, has been granted to him as a writer, though his and the zoologist’s J.B.von Spix Travels through Brazil, published in three (and sometimes four) volumes have often been praised, printed in innumerous editions. Both German scientists visited large parts of the country between 1817 and 1820, but only in the year 1992 his Frey Apollonio , a novel placed in Brazil, was destined for publication, thanks to an allowance granted to the publishing house (Reimer-Verlag, Berlin) by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, whereas on the other hand the nine volumes of Diaries (containing about 1.200 pages) remain unpublished, though they might well deserve an even greater attention as the travel-books, because they amount to a precious source of information about Brazil, the country and Martius´ research there, manifesting the author´s talent both as a poet and a prose-writer. The examples presented of these hitherto unknown texts envisage to establish von Martius as a talented man of letters, of particular importance to Americanists and, especially, to Brazilianists.
Within the Diaries, which till now can be consulted only at the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (Nachlassreferat, München), one finds very basic and objective observations, as, for instance, when Martius regrets, just after having arrived in Brazil, “the abnormal increase of the currency”(meaning the inflation) that even then, in July 1817, plagued the inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro, or lengthy descriptions, as when he is captivated by the stunning scenery of the bay of Rio de Janeiro or investigates and verifies the impact of ipadu on the health of Indians. I shall quote here, exemplifying his style, an entry from October, 2nd, 1818. Both scientists arriving at the borderline of the Provinces of Pará and Rio Negro, are doomed to endure the unceasing attacks of carapanás, specific Brazilian gadflies, black, small and poisonous: “A permanence of 24 hours was sufficient to cover us, as if we were Lazarus, with innumerable wounds, and even our thick-skinned Indians told us that to spend a fortnight here would be equivalent not to penance in purgatory but to punishment in hell.” In this instance, as in many others throughout the text, Martius strikes the note, being witty, observant, touching. All this would justify the edition of the Diaries, an old plan of mine indeed, which I was never able to carry out..
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