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The present note is an updated, abridged, English version of two previously published papers in German
 and Portuguese
. Scientific German interest in Brazil can be traced back to the 16th century (adventurer Hans Staden), through the 19th (geologist von Eschwege, botanist von Martius, zoologist von Spix) down to the year 1934, when the University of São Paulo was established, having German scientists in its faculty; the stream was of a one-way nature (Germany ( Brazil). 
The purpose of the present note is to analyse co-operation (((), in particular the one within the agreements described below, which in general started through personal contacts, followed by institutional relationships and evolving eventually to formal instruments between Brazil and Germany. The first such one involves Technical Assistance (TZ), established in 1963; Scientific and Technological Collaboration (WTZ) is the purpose of a frame agreement signed in 1969; the latter one will be the main object of what follows. Within the special agreements established therein and in which CNPq and later on also CAPES were the Brazilian partners, several collaborative projects were started, from Manaus to Rio Grande, ranging from Topology to Welding Technologies; this very productive phase went on until about 1980. After that, a slow down took place, without new ideas, up to 1995, when, lead mainly by CAPES, the co-operation was revitalized, till about 2005. Thereafter, due to the fact that it was felt by some Brazilian administrators that the Country was self-sufficient in S&T, less attention has been given to international co-operation with industrialized countries (North-South), in particular with Germany, the emphasis being shifted to collaboration with less developed countries (South-South)
.

1969-1995 (CNPq): Successes, failures, problems and shortcomings of the co-operative projects in the framework of WTZ, as well as a description of the areas in which they were developed, can be found in1,2. In the area of Geosciences practically everything (good and bad) happened and a detailed account of it has been published
; an uncommented list of events, which are typical for projects in all areas, follows. Field work has always been problematic; infrastructure often lacked; “purely” German projects occurred; seniority of scientists frequently constituted a problem; “double financing” (so characterized by Germany) delayed projects; changing of German priorities almost turned unviable good projects; export of research samples from as well as import of equipment and supplies to Brazil were difficult (and are so still today); environmental problems often occurred; even a bad case of plagiarism was detected. Nevertheless, making an overall balance, the result of the co-operation is highly positive: a large number of projects in many scientific and technological areas have been concluded successfully, many of them supported by fellowships from AvH, CAPES, CNPq and DAAD. Three “mega”-projects were started: SHIFT and WAVES, directed to major environmental problems and involving several institutions in both countries, the first one successful and the second one with some interesting results; the third one was the attempt to establish, for political reasons, a large Institute of Biotechnology - CDB, in Joinville, scientifically supported by GBF, Braunschweig; the project failed due to lack of adequate support from the Brazilian side.

1995-2005 (CAPES): To overcome the slow down, new programmes were started, fostering intensive scientific exchange, including undergraduate students, and supporting strongly co-operative projects. A large part of the activities go on up to today, but a more detailed analysis would, on one hand, be premature and, on the other, inappropriate, as the present author has not been involved in them. It suffices to say that the projects have been largely successful, bringing a new impulse to the co-operation (WTZ) between Brazil and Germany.

2005-2009: Although extensive funding was available, no new ideas came up, problems and misunderstandings occurred, but the existing programmes were not discontinued; due to the above-mentioned self-sufficiency in S&T, no real progress took place. Therefore, the proposals contained in3 should be carefully looked at by those responsible for the co-operation both in Brazil and in Germany: A re-evaluation of the Brazilian defensive position as far as brain drain and autonomy in S&T are concerned is advisable; a more aggressive attitude from the German side, both providing information on the real extent of the Bologna process and offering new possibilities of more audacious and even non-conventional initiatives, should occur. Examples given in3 are worthwhile mentioning: University consortia, bi-national institutes (MPG and FhG are strong candidates from the German side) and other similar initiatives. These suggestions should be preceded by intensive high level scientific discussions and also by fact finding missions. Only in this way the Brazilian-German co-operation in S&T, which acquired worldwide recognition and is considered a model for other international collaborations, may be re-established on the same desirable high level.
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